CHAPTER  IV

IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE (1917-1918)

We have seen, in the second chapter, that Gopalakrishna's
stay in Britain for a period of five years at a very important and
formative period of his life enlarged his mental horizon;
broadened his range of outlook; deepened the source of love;
aad increased his thirst for freedom. In respect of this last, the
free atmosphere of the freedom-loving countries of the West
was a great incentive to the buoyant enthusiasm of young Gopala-
krishna; and tlje war which broke out while he was still in
Europe (i914-'18) farther spurred his mind to dreams of
freedbin for his own gre^t, but unfortunate country. The cpmfog
c Fight for Freedom' in India was thus a common topic ,anjo$g
his friends in Edinburgh; and the ' gentlemen's agreement'
amongst those young dreamers was that, if they should find
each other on the field, "You will spare me my life, and I
vn31 ^pare you yours! n

But it was not towards political freedom that Gopalakrishna
turned soon after his return to India; and his first attempts were
for securing a job in Government service. He appears to have
originally planned for some business career; but somehow it
fell through; and, in the summer of 1917, he went to Ootacamund,
the summer-seat of the Madras Government, and met there Sir
Alexander Cardew (Member for Revenue) and Mr. Stone, Director
of Public Instruction, After the usual exchange of greetings and
some chit-chat, Sir Alexander seems to have enquired whether
Gopalakrishna was a Brahmin or a Non-Brahmin. When he replied
that he was a Brahmin, Sir Alexander began to laugh. At this,
Gopalakrishna felt hurt and at once rose up to go, whereupon